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of the requisite number of oxen. The crofter, who had no
oxen at all, had no strips in the open fields or at best was
allowed a few scanty acres in consideration of some slight ser-
vices. The peasant with a single ox received fifteen acres
of land, while the virgater, the villager par excellence who
held thirty acres, contributed two oxen to the co-aration.
An               This explanation of the English system of scattered
. ownership seems to be untenable. It may be admitted that
the scale of graduated holdings appears to correspond to
the different parts of the plough-team1; and the size of the
strip was undoubtedly the measure of a day's ploughing.
But there is no evidence that in England the ploughing was
followed by any distribution of strips2. Moreover, we find
the system in Central Russia where only a single horse goes
to the plough3. In England again, while the heavy plough
drawn by eight oxen was usual on the lord's demesne, yet
the villagers themselves for their own holdings commonly
employed the small four-oxen plough4. It is clear also that
if the principle underlying the allotment was based upon
shares in the plough-team, then the owner of a hide, a hundred
and twenty acres which corresponded to a full team, would
have been independent of his neighbours' assistance and in
possession of a compact and separate holding, instead of a
scattered tenement as was actually the case. The virgater,
on the other hand, with his two oxen would have been
grouped with three other villagers, in a like position to his
own, in the sequence5 of the strips. It is more probable,
therefore, that the system of strip-holding originated in the
desire to secure equality6. The arable land of a village was
not everywhere uniform in quality, and one part differed
much from another in fertility and advantage of situation.
It was possible for the value of the soil to vary greatly within
a very narrow compass7, while the distance of the remoter
fields from the village was often considerable. At Naseby,
1  Vinogradoff, English Society, 282 ;  Villainage, 252.
2  Andrews, Old English Manor, 162 ;   Maitland, Domesday Book and
Beyond, 346, note i.
3  Vinogradoff, Villainage, 253-254.              4 Ibid.              5 Ibid.
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7  The value of one acre could be eight times that of another in the same
field : Maitland, Domesday Book and Beyond, 380.